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Christians, Pray for Revival 


No one can question the necessity of organization and the necessary 
machinery for carrying out the work of the Church. But, organization and 
agencies must be rocognized as avenues through which the work of the Church 
must flow and not the source of that work. Christian work must flow from 
hearts dedicated to serving the Redeemer and the apparatus of organization 
is primarily to execute and not to initiate this work. 
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Evangelism and Qur Church 


Editor's Note—In recent weeks we have re- 
ceived an increasing number of letters expressing 
concern at the present trend in proposed plans 
for evangelism in our church. 


To the Division of Evangelism of our Board 
of Church Extension belongs the responsibility 
of keeping the work of evangelism ever before 
our church. On this department there also 
rests the responsibility of preparing the program 
of special emphasis on evangelism which is to be 
implemented throughout our church in 1961. 


In addition to the Department of Evangelism 
there has existed a Council of Evangelism made 
up of men and women from the various agencies 
and boards of our church. This Council had 
advisory powers only but in the past it has 
been looked to for much guidance. 


On August 13 - 15 this Council met in Mon- 
treat with the representatives of the Division of 
Evangelism. At this time the proposed program 
for evangelism, prepared by the Division, was 
submitted to the Council for consideration and 
advice. 


There was a rather sharp reaction against 
the proposed program. It was felt to be en- 
tirely too complicated, mechanical and involved, 
while the essential element of true evangelism, 
the preaching of the Gospel itself, seemed to 
many to be subordinated to an approach de- 
pending more on dated schedules than on a 
basic work of the Holy Spirit. 


Discussion was full and in the best spirit. 
Obviously there were sharp differences of 
opinion. One proponent of the proposed pro- 
gram said it would “give a new concept of 
evangelism which would be valid for the next 
fifty years”, to which someone rejoined: “God 
forbid”. 
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During the three days of discussion many 
felt that a preliminary plea to the church as a 
whole should be made, a plea for a deeper 
prayer life and more faithful Bible study. Such 
a statement was prepared and presented and 
received strong approval by some. Others 
seemed indifferent. We are printing this state- 
ment headed, “A Letter of Concern, and a 
Plea”. Nothing has ever been heard of this. 


During the meeting, as varying opinions were 
expressed, it was felt that a special committee 
should be appointed to prepare a statement 
for the Division of Evangelism and the church 
as a whole; something which would clarify the 
meaning of evangelism itself. Three men were 
appointed to this committee, of which Dr. Nel- 
son Bell was one. Between the three it was 
agreed that each would contribute to such a 
statement and that these contributions would 
finally be correlated and released. 


Dr. Bell immediately prepared such a state- 
ment, seeking the help of outstanding men in 
our church whose deep concern for evangelism 
over the years is well known. This was sub- 
mitted to the special committee but to this 
day (ftve months later) nothing has been done. 


And now the Council on Evangelism has 
been notified that it has been dissolved by the 
Division of Evangelism, or at least that the 
scheduled meeting in February is cancelled and 


that the Council will not be called until further 
notice. 


This is causing deep concern in wide areas 
of our church. This concern does not center in 
the setting aside of the Council on Evangelism 
but by what is implied by this action. 


Many of those attending the pre-Assembly 
Conference on Evangelism in Charlotte in April 
were disturbed by some of the addresses we 
heard. While not expressed in these crass terms 
some felt that the prevailing idea of some leaves 
little room for the preaching of the Gospel in 
the program of “evangelism”. 
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There is grave danger that in the minds of 
some psychology should supplant evangelism; 
the psychologist replaces the evangelist; the psy- 
chiatrist’s couch be substituted for the public 
decision for Chirst; and worst of all, that the hu- 
manistic approach shall replace our Lord’s af- 
firmation, “Ye must be born again”; and that 
man’s innate goodness needs but to be sparked 
by good influences to bring out his great po 


tentials. 


To put it frankly, many of us fear an evan- 
gelism which centers in “friendship” rather than 
in the eternal verities of the message of God's 
redemption which is offered through faith in 
Jesus Christ and His redemptive work, and in 
no other way. 


Before you read these papers now supplied 
to us by Dr. Bell at our request our readers 
should understand that we did not even know 
of this situation until letters and inquiries be- 
gan to come to us from other sources. Some of 
these have come from men in our church who 
have never written to or for the Journal. They 
are deeply troubled by what they feel to be a 
sharp shift away from the biblical concept of 
evangelism and even from the definition of 
evangelism adopted by the World Council of 
Churches. 

—The Editor 


Exhibit “A” 


A Letter of Concern, 
and a Plea 
(Not released — The Editor) 


The General Assembly’s Council on Evang- 
elism is deeply concerned that we as Christians, 
and the Church as such, shall fulfill her God- 
given responsibility to know Christ and to make 
Him known to a troubled and needy world. 


There is the most urgent need that the 
spiritual life of our church be deepened through 
a more complete surrender to the infilling and 
empowering of God’s Holy Spirit, that ministers, 
officers and members may grow in their Chris- 
tian lives and witnessing power and that we may 
carry on the program of the church for making 
Christ known as Saviour and Lord. 


To that we urge all ministers and sessions to 
lead the whole church in a new emphasis on 
prayer and Bible study, beginning at the per- 


sonal, individual level and to be reflected in 
every phase of the work of each individual con- 
gregation. 


There is need for deep heart-searching on our 
part, that we may lay every part of our lives 
bare before our Lord in confession of sin and 
in turning to Him for forgiveness. 


In urging this emphasis, we are not expressing 
a pious hope but are stressing a matter which 
is vital to the life of the individual Christian 
and to the entire life and activities of the church. 


You are urged to act immediately on this 
suggestion, so that through sermons and specific 
actions the proposed emphasis on personal Bible 
study and prayer shall be made a matter of 
paramount importance, beginning NOW. 


The coldness, indifference, worldliness and 
low state of spiritual understanding and living 
is obvious to us all. We often find ourselves ac- 
tive in the work of the church without the 
dynamic which comes alone from a_ personal 
surrender to and daily walk with our Saviour 
and Lord. 


Much of this can be remedied by a new aware- 
ness of the necessity for the spiritual food which 
comes solely through daily devotions and a con- 
tinuous surrender to the indwelling Christ. 


Brethren, this is a plea to which we all should 
give immediate and careful attention. 


Signed 
Exhibit “B” 


Suggestion—To Special Committee 


Evangelism 
By L. Nelson Bell 


The Entire Church Dedicated to 
Knowing Christ and Making Him Known 


“And ye shall be witnesses unto me” 
Explanation— 


In the attached pages will be found some 
suggested thoughts for incorporation in a bro- 
chure or booklet to be prepared on the subject 
of evangelism. To be effective at the broadest 
level possible, this must be in terms the layman 
can understand and put into personal use. It 
must be simple, Biblical, relative to the present 
situation and practical. 
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All men out of Christ are lost and we who know 
and trust Him should have a deep concern and 
sense of obligation and of urgency in evangelism. 
We are debtors and we should be witnesses. We 
must remember—John 3:36, John 14:6, Acts 
4:12, I Timothy 2:5. 


Unquestionably an emphasis on the part of 
the Holy Spirit in Christian witnessing is needed, 
and this must be backed by prayer, along with 
the use of the Holy Scriptures, which are quick 
and powerful to convict of sin and point to the 
Saviour. 


Our church needs to be called to a deeper 
consecration and more effective endeavor in the 
field of evangelism. One step in this direction 
would be a renewed emphasis on the Sunday 
evening service with messages preached particu- 
larly to the unsaved and with church members 
being urged to look up the unconverted and 
bring them to such services. A renewed stress 
on the midweek service in which prayer and 
Bible study would be emphasized would in its- 
self bring rich blessings to our church. A study 
of the Book of the Acts of the Apostles should 
be made in every church. In all of this we must 
realize that we cannot introduce men to Christ 
until we ourselves have had a personal exper- 
ience of Him through the new birth. 


In all of this our church should be called to 
repentance and confession and to a dedication 
to a more complete surrender to the Holy Spirit 
in our personal lives. To carry our witness be- 
yond the bounds of our church, we must first 
direct the message of evangelism to our own 
hearts and to those of all church members. When 
we are spiritually renewed and indwelt, wit- 
nessing will be a natural result. In all of this 
there is needed a new understanding of sin and 
of the holiness of God. 


A Definition of Terms 


Evangelism is presenting Jesus Christ in the 
power of the Holy Spirit so that men will put 
their trust in God through Him, accept Him 
as Saviour and Lord, serve Him in the fellow- 
ship of His Church and follow Him in daily 
living. 


Revivalism on the other hand is preaching 
within the church designed to warm cold hearts, 
restore flagging spiritual life, and make an al- 
ready professed Christianity a reality of faith 
and of personal living. 


In a day when evangelism has assumed a new 
significance and when it is realized that it can 
and should be carried out in a variety of ways, 
it is well for us to consider some of the basic 
elements in every successful attempt to know 
Christ and make Him known to a desperately 
needy world. 
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Empowered by the Holy Spirit 


Never in history have there been men more 
fortunate than that little group of disciples who 
had companied with Christ during the days of 
His flesh. These men had lived intimately with 
Him for nearly three years; they had eaten with 
Him and slept with Him; they had heard the 
marvelous words of his lips and his interpreta. 
tions of the Scriptures and his application of 
them to daily life. They had seen his miraculous 
power and experienced the thrill of realizing 
that he was truly the Son of God as well as the 
Son of man. They had gone through the agony 
of suspense, frustration and sorrow when he was 
taken from them, tried, condemned and cruci- 
fied. They had been plunged into the depths of 
despair as they realized that the One whom they 
loved and who loved them, was dead and buried 
in a tomb. Then they had experienced the un- 
believable truth that he had arisen from the 
grave and that he was alive and revealing him. 
self to them as the risen and triumphant Christ. 


Truly the experience of these men should 
have prepared them to go out and proclaim for 
all the world to hear and believe that the Mes- 
siah had come, that the Old Testament proph- 
ecies had been fulfilled and that God had sent 
the Redeemer. 


But all that they had seen and felt and exper- 
ienced was not enough. 


Our Lord specifically commanded them to 
wait in Jerusalem for the coming of the promised 
Holy Spirit. “But ye shall receive power, after 
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye 
shall be witnesses unto me.. .” 


These men, so signally blessed through en- 
vironment and personal experience were power- 
less until they had received the power of the 
outpoured Holy Spirit who was to come and 
dwell in their hearts and transform their mes- 
sage and their endeavor from the realm of hu- 
man efforts to that of divine accomplishment. 


Never in history has man been able to ac 
complish the work of God apart from the pres- 
ence and power of the Holy Spirit. So it is 
today that evangelism, if it is to be effective, 
must be anointed by the Spirit of the living 
God. As in the days of old, so it is today: “Not 
by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit saith 
the Lord of Hosts.” 


The Motive 


For every activity there is some motive, ex- 
pressed or otherwise. For the evangelist the 
motive is compelling. The love of God in Christ 
impels us to tell others about Him. Our Lord 
commands us to go and make disciples of all 
nations, beginning right in our own homes. The 
lost all about us furnish us with the motive of 
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love, that they too may know our Lord and His 
saving power. The very nature of the Christian 
faith, which brings with it life from the dead, 
impels us to go out and witness to Him. Our 
past failures should call us to humble confession 
and spur us to a renewed effort to win souls. 


The Message 


Evangelism is the telling of a message, The 
Message. The Gospel is rightly called the “Good 
News” for it is the news of God’s forgiveness 
and cleansing from sin through the gift of His 
Son. It is the offer of full and free pardon from 
guilt of sin. It is the amazing revelation that we 
can become righteous in God’s sight through 
faith in the imputed righteousness of Christ; 
for through faith in His atoning work we be- 
come new creatures in Christ and holy in God's 
sight. It is the story of divine intervention in 
human history through the sending of the Re- 
deemer whereby by a supernatural act of divine 
grace we can be born into His family. The 
Gospel is the offering of freedom from both the 
guilt and power of sin. It is the offer of a new 
way of life whereby our desires and affections 
are changed. It is a story of the holiness and 
justice of God, combined with His love and 
mercy, all joined in one glorious act of loving 
redemption, so that whosoever in all the world 
is willing to do so may find peace and hope, 
joy and contentment, and a dynamic for living 
whereby we may move among men and mys- 
teriously but nonetheless truly have the living 
Christ living in us and reaching out in love to 
others. 


The message of evangelism is one of life from 
the dead; of from darkness into the light; of 
futility into confident faith; of hopelessness in- 
to the glorious hope of His Kingdom; of a daily 
life in which Christ becomes the center and the 
motivating power in everything we do. 


The Messenger 


The term “evangelist” may be interpreted 
in three ways. In its narrowest sense, it must 
be recognized that there have been those from 
New Testament times on whom God has laid 
His hand in a special way, giving them gifts 
and abilities for the specific task of evangelism. 
That there seem to be some in almost every 
generation to whom this special calling is given 
should be recognized, particularly as God often 
uses these men to call all Christians back to a 
sense of their own personal responsibility. 


The Church is also an evangelist for through 
her corporate witness she stands as a herald to 
the living Christ. In all of her activities she 
should be an evangelist. In the Church School 
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there is an unending opportunity to win young 
hearts and lives to Christ. The pulpit is a 
continuous evangelistic platform. Every phase 
of the program of the Church should be de- 
signed to bear witness to His saving power. 


In a broader sense, every minister of the 
Gospel is an evangelist, for he is called to preach 
the Gospel, to proclaim the Good News of 
Christ, and woe be to that man who has been 
ordained to the Gospel ministry who does not 
have within him the urge to make Christ known. 


In a yet broader sense, every Christian is an 
evangelist. Living and witnessing for Christ 
was the very essence of the Christian’s life in 
the early Church. It was only as the Church 
became established and the love of some Chris- 
tians grew cold that the responsibility for teach- 
ing and preaching was left largely to the or- 
dained minister. When this occurred, something 
precious and vital went out of Church life and 
the witness of the Church lost much of its power. 


Nevertheless, all through the centuries we have 
the record of devout men and women who were 
so filled with the joy of Christ and so pressed 
with a sense of love and gratitude to Him that 
nothing could stop their witness. Many of these 
saints paid for their faith and zeal with their 
lives and the more this was the case the stronger 
the Church became and the more readily others 
took up the joyful task of preaching Christ. 


The witness of the individual Christian is 
the very heart of the witness of the Church, for 
it is those who sit in the pews on Sunday who 
go out six days of the week to live in a society 
which is conformed to the world, a society of the 
spiritually dead, composed of men and women 
who desperately need Christ and whose only 
chance of seeing Him may be in the lives of 
Christians, or of hearing of Him through the 
lips of those surrendered to Him. 


The messenger is therefore any and all who 
have experienced the saving and transforming 
power of the Lord Jesus Christ. Without such 
a personal experience soul winning is impossible. 


For: this reason all who name the name of 
Christ owe it to Him to live worthily of their 
calling. Isaiah charged God’s servants, “Be ye 
clean, that bear the vessels of the Lord,” and 
His servants today bear no less responsibility. 
Not only must we have a personal experience 
with the eternal Son of God, but our faith in 
Him as Saviour must be evidenced by a daily 
close walk with Him. The Psalmist said: “If 
I regard iniquity in my heart the Lord will not 
hear me,” and today it is unconfessed, unrepent- 
ed of and unforgiven sin which separates us 
from close fellowship with Him and robs us of 
spiritual power. 


The evangelist (any Christian) must learn 
that God has given the presence and power of 
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the Holy Spirit to be his guide and Companion. 
He has also given His Holy Word which is the 
Sword of the Spirit. Whether in personal wit- 
nessing or preaching from the pulpit, it is the 
affirmations of the Scriptures which reach down 
into the innermost hearts of the hearers. The 
Apostle Paul, keenly aware of the pitfall of a 
worldly approach, said: “And my speech and 
my preaching was not with enticing words of 
man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power: that your faith should not 
stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power 
of God.” From the days of the prophets of old, 
nothing has been so impressive as the affirma- 
tion, “Thus saith the Lord.” 


Because of the key place the Scriptures have 
in evangelism, those who witness for Christ must 
study and understand the Book, being able to 
give not only an answer for the faith they them- 
selves have, but also to answer the problems and 
objections raised by those with whom they are 
dealing. As a good soldier must know the 
weapons he is called upon to use, along with the 
enemy he is to face, so the successful evangelist, 
either from the platform or in person-to-person 
contact, must know the Sword of the Spirit he 
is to use, and the enemy of souls, Satan, who 
will try to frustrate and defeat. 


The evangelist (any Christian) must above 
all things manifest not only love for Christ, but 
the love of Christ in his approach to others. 
Men are never won by an argumentative spirit, 
nor are they impressed with an intellectual ap- 
proach lacking in humility. Paul’s admonition 
to Timothy is valid to all: “And the servants 
of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto 
all men, apt to teach, patient. In meekness in- 
structing those that oppose themselves; if God 
peradventure will give them repentance to the 
acknowledgement of the truth.” 


The evangelist (any Christian) must be a man 
of praver, asking God for a love which comes 
from His own loving heart, a love which longs 
for the souls of men. He must pray for wisdom 
and tact and good judgment; for a willingness 
to accept and act upon any opportunity given 
by God; and a discretion to see and to under- 
stand particular problems. 


The Method 


The methods of evangelism are as varied as 
the activities and opportunities of the Church 
as a corporate unit, and of Christians as in- 
dividual members of His Body. 


In the wisdom and mercy of God it has 
pleased Him to save men by the foolishness of 
preaching. This may be the preaching of the 
Gospel to tens of thousands at one time, or it 
may be the personal witness of one believer to 
someone else who needs Christ. 
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Evangelism is the proclaiming of the Gospel 
from the pulpit; for every time a sermon js 
preached, the redeeming and empowering work 
of Christ should be the theme. The place of the 
pulpit in evangelism is unique and vital, but 
evangelism should also be the door-to-door wit. 
ness of devoted Christians, visiting in the home; 
of friends, neighbors and complete strangers, 
where by word of mouth and winsome friendli. 
ness Christ’s name shall be glorified. This 
should be a work designed to secure definite 
commitment to and decision for Christ as 
Saviour and Lord. 


Evangelism may be the world-wide outreach 
of the Church through missionaries to the na- 
tions beyond the seas, or it may be the testi- 
mony of a Christian in the office or the store 
where he works, or in the home of which he is 
a part. 


Evangelism may be preaching Christ with the 
lips, or it may be the faithful witness of a con- 
secrated life by the things which are done, or 
not done, in the areas of our daily contacts with 
others. 


In other words, there are many methods of 
evangelism and all of them can be used. There 
can be no substitute for the public proclamation 
of the Gospel from the pulpit and in the 
market place. Nor can there be any substitute 
for true Christian living which is visible evi- 
dence of the power of God unto salvation to 
those who believe. 


We who are Christians have both a joyous 
and a grave responsibility in the world. We 
alone know who we are, that which we possess, 
and that eternal hope which belongs to all the 
redeemed. For that reason the joy of our salva- 
tion should shine on our faces, speak from our 
lips and be evidenced in our lives. And be- 
cause all of this comes from our Saviour, we 
have an unending responsibility to speak for 
Him and to live for Him. 


We also have the corporate responsibility to 
enter into every activity of the Church that is 
designed to win souls, strengthen faith and make 
the Christian life a reality. 


As evangelists (all Christians) we should ex- 
hibit the optimism which is a part of our faith. 
Our trust is in the King triumphant, the One 
to whom every knee shall bow and of whom 
every tongue shall confess. With Paul we can say: 
“I know whom I have believed.” With Paul we 
can be bold: “For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that believeth . . .” 
and with Paul we can have this confidence: 
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stead- 
fast, unmovable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your 
labour is not in vain in the Lord.” 
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All evangelistic work should be directed to a 
decision. In patience and love we should im- 
press on those with whom we work that this 
is the most important decision in all the world— 
one with eternal implications. 





Hoodlum Challenges 


The proposed picketing of the New York 
police stations by the Teamster’s Union (now 
temporarily abandoned) is an ominous chal- 
lenge. Hoffa and the gangsters which dominate 
that union now feel themselves so secure that 
they can challenge the law itself—and get by 
with it. 


Designed as a “demonstration of the power 
of our union” Hoffa in effect says that the laws 
under which his union operate are such that 
they can defy the law itself. 


This is not simply a challenge to the au- 
thorities in New York; the welfare of the entire 
country is involved. When the police in the 
city of Boston went on strike 40 years ago 
anarchy took over in a matter of hours. The 
then Governor of Massachusetts, Calvin Cool- 
edge, made a statement of historic importance, 
one which was applauded all over the nation— 
“There is no right to strike against the public 
safety by anybody, anywhere, any time.” 


Remedial legislation against the type of union- 
ism represented by Hoffa and the Teamsters 
Union should be a matter of bipartisan con- 
cern. Recognizing the sacred phrase, “the rights 
of labor”, there should also always be added 
this corrolary, “the responsibility of labor’. 


Nor are the Teamsters the only guilty ones. 
In recent weeks there have been crippling strikes 
against several airlines, strikes that disrupted 
communications and brought distress to tens of 
thousands during the holiday season, let alone 
suffering and want to employees of those com- 
panies who were in no way responsible for the 
strikes. : 


The writer did a great deal of travel during 
the time of these strikes. We saw disappointed 
people standing in line hoping vainly for a 
cancelled reservation. We saw soldiers hoping 
to fly home for a few days vacation with their 
relatives turn away and dejectedly start back 
to their military installations. We were in cities 
where it was said the economy of the entire 
area was suffering at the rate of a million dol- 
lars a day—all because a majority of a small 
group in a particular union took the strike way 
to settle a dispute. 

Certainly there must be some better way to 
settle such difficulties. Impartial arbiters may 


be hard to find, but they can be found. Should 
not responsible leadership (management and 
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labor), turn to such means for a settlement? 
The world in which we live and the social 
order of which we are a part should not con- 
tinue to be the victims of men of obstinacy 
and ill will. 


Now that Hoffa has chosen to challenge the 
law enforcement agency of a great city it is 
high time that he himself be challenged with 
the stiffest kind of penalties. 


Those who are elected representatives of the 
people have certainly misgauged the “will of 
the people” if they permit gangsters and hood- 
lums to continue to dominate certain sectors 
of the labor scene. Responsible labor leaders 
are doing their own cause little good if they 
do not join in demanding remedial legislation— 
and this legislation should go as far as to dis- 
band any union found to be dominated by 
criminal elements. 


We believe an aroused and articulate public 
opinion can and will bring about the necessary 
controls. We also believe that Christian citi- 
zens should take a lead in hastening this vital 
conclusion. 


—L. N. B. 





The Spirit of Presbyterianism 


Some three-quarters of a century ago, the 
Seminary in Columbia, S. C. celebrated its semi- 
centennial. To this occasion Professor T. E. 
Peck of Union at Hampden-Sydney brought an 
illuminating address on THE SPIRIT OF 
PRESBYTERIANISM. This word from old 
Union to old Columbia may well be reviewed 
with profit by the children and grandchildren 
of these venerable institutions. 

Presbyterianism is a form of Church govern- 
ment not by presbyters but by presbyteries, that 
it “by parliamentary assemblies composed of 
two classes of presbyters, and of presbyters only, 
and so arranged as to realize the visible unity 
of the whole Church.” Our system of unity is 
the opposite of that of popery. We do not have 
higher officers over lower officers but all of our 
courts are composed of the same elements, 
namely, presbyters. Our unity is secured “not 
by the subjection of one class of rulers to an- 
other class, but by a larger number of rulers 
governing a smaller number of the same class.” 
These officers are chosen by the people “to 
govern not according to the will of the people, 
but according to the will of Christ, who or- 
dained the constitution of the Church, created 
its officers and defined their functions.” “In 
the Church there is no sovereign people. Her 
constitution comes from Jesus Christ, her Head, 
and to Him only the last appeal is made.” 


But if the ministry becomes a priesthood, the 
system is changed. The priest gets his call di- 







PAGE 7 














rectly from God, the privilege of election by the 
people becomes out of place. Then a priest 
must have something to offer and the Eucharist 
is converted into a sacrifice. What God or- 
dained as “a feast of filial grace” becomes 
“pageanted about as a dreadful idol”. 


“The true glory of Christian worship con- 
sists in the presence and power of the Holy 
Ghost; and without the Holy Ghost, all our 
paraphernalia of ‘long-drawn aisle and fretted 
vault’, of painted windows and ‘dim religious 
light’, of symbols of lamb and dove, of pealing 
organs and what not, are but the paraphernalia 
of a corpse lying in state. It is a vain attempt 
to conceal the painful reality of death.” Pres- 
byterianism cannot be worked by mere human 
wisdom or power, it must either have the power 
of the Spirit to work it, or be nothing. 


(Dr. Peck: suppose the congregation, or the 
young people of a congregation, were gathered 
before a worship centre formed by some artist’s 
fictitious picture of the face of Jesus. Suppose 
that the leader of this service began with the 
appropriate word from Psalm 95: 


“O come, let us worship and bow down”. 
Suppose that the congregation obeyed the ad- 
monition of the leader of worship and bowed 
down before this fictitious picture of the face 
of Jesus in diametrical opposition to the words 
of the Second Commandment: “Thou shalt 
not make unto thyself any likeness . . . thou 
shalt not bow down thyself unto them”, Ex. 
20.4-5. Do you suppose, Dr. Peck, that the Holy 
Spirit would be present to bless this Call to 
Worship?) . 


“Presbyterians have been distinguished as the 
defenders of the great doctrines of grace.” Pres- 
byterians have been honorably distinguished by 
the importance they have ascribed to a faithful 
discipline according to the Scriptures as the 
Word of God and the only rule of faith and 
manners. 


Collated by W. C. R. 





Manse Amenities 


Yet, taught by time, my heart 
has learned to glow 
For others’ good, and melt 
at others’ woe. 


. Homer’s Odyssey 


The association of pastor and congregation at 
its best forms a happy fellowship. It works both 
ways: the shepherd loves his sheep, and the 
sheep trustingly follow the shepherd. Our Lord, 
as recorded in the tenth chapter of John, im- 
mortalized the sacredness of this relationship, 
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when He said, “I am the good shepherd, and 
know my sheep, and am known of mine .. | 
and I lay down my life for the sheep”. There 
are many pastors today literally devoting their 
lives to their “sheep”. He is subject to their 
call, not only through the day, but in any hour 
of the night. He finds countless ways of min. 
istering to their needs; their interests have pri- 
ority claim upon his time and strength. The 
sheep, as a rule, are quiet and undemonstrative, 
but now and then we hear of spontaneous re. 
ciprocation on their part. There comes to the 
Journal office an instance of this, in a letter 
from Rev. Henry Schum, of Princeton church 
near Johnson City, from which we may quote a 
paragraph, as follows: 


“One of the nicest things that could happen 
to a pastor and his family came to us during 
Mrs. Schum’s recent hospitalization. The Won- 
en of the Church wanted to help us in a prac. 
tical way. Since our “cook” was gone, they ar- 
ranged to have the circles take turns in being 
responsible for preparing and bringing to us our 
evening meals. This they did for over three 
weeks. The children and I had only to be here 
at six o’clock and the food would come, all hot 
and ready to eat. It was a tremendous help to 
us at a time when we really needed it. We have 
received many gifts of food over the years, and 
we have been grateful for all “the over and 
above” expressions of the people whom we have 
served; but this was the first time such help was 
organized so that practically all the people had 
a share in it. We will not soon forget this ex- 


tended kindness upon the part of the Princeton 
Church.” 


Another instance of the “kindness of the 
flock” comes to us from Huntersville, N. C., 
where Rev. B. Hoyt Evans is pastor of the 
Hopewell Presbyterian Church. Mrs. Evans’ 
mother, residing in Pennsylvania, was stricken 
with a fatal illness shortly before Christmas, so 
it became necessary for this pastor and his wife 
to attend her bedside, and later, her funeral. As 
four little children in the manse would be lonely 
without their parents, especially at Christmas 
time, the grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Ben H. 
Evans, of Weaverville, went to their rescue. And 
this is where the Hopewell congregation came 
into the picture. They provided the meals for 
the children and their grandparents throughout 
the two weeks of their parents’ absence. 


In a time when there is so much of conflict 
and ill will and jealousy in the news it is re- 
freshing to look over into the “green pastures” 
where sympathy and love and kindly considera- 
tion are in lively action. After all, what would 
this old world be like if it were not for the 
Golden Rule ministries of God’s people? 


—W. C. S. 
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Extending Our Boundaries 


Something over a year ago Dr. G. Aiken 
Taylor, of Alexandria, Louisiana, in an article 
in the Southern Presbyterian Journal, urged 
that the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States no longer look upon itself as a sectional 
Church, but that it take steps to organize 
churches and Presbyteries anywhere in the 
United States where it feels that its witness is 
needed. 


This view was endorsed editorially by the 
Christian Observer. The editorial pointed to 
situations in which an extension of the present 
boundaries of the Church is needed. The edi- 
torial said in part: 

“The Presbyterian Church in the United 
States does not like to be referred to as the 
‘Southern Presbyterian Church. Why _ then 
limit itself to the South—the only Presbyterian 
denomination in the nation that puts geogra- 
phical limits to its expansion? . . . . We are 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States. 
Why then think and act as if we have no busi- 
ness in any part of the United States except 
that portion of it we call the South?” 


Support for this proposed extension of the 
Church’s boundaries has now come from the 
Board of Church Extension. This board at its 
fall meeting proposed that the following 
action be taken by the 1959 General Assem- 
bly: 


(1) No geographical boundaries for our Church 
have ever been set by the General Assembly. As a 
matter of fact, we have particular churches now in 
Maryland, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and New Mexico. 


(2) The only boundaries in existence are those 
set by Synods and Presbyteries themselves. 


(3) In view of these facts, the General Assem- 
bly urges Synods and Presbyteries to extend their 
work to the limit of their ability wherever there 
are contiguous unchurched areas. 

This proposal, when first made, met with 
some opposition in the Church, especially by 
those who advocate union of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States with the United 
Presbyterian Church in the United States of 
America. Nevertheless, the idea has such merit 
that it should be given careful consideration by 
the General Assembly. We believe the time has 
come to “lengthen our cords” (Isaiah 54:2). 

—Christian Observer 


Suffering as a Christian 
I Peter 4:16 
“Not only to believe on him, but also to suf- 
fer for his sake” Phil. 1:29 


Three questions rise in my mind as I read 
these words of Peter and Paul: (1) How could 
these early Christians bear their terrible suf- 
ferings, (2) What would I have done, if I had 
been one of them, and (3) Why did they have 
to suffer such persecution? This opens up the 
whole question of Why Christians suffer and 
I am not going to try to answer that old ques- 
tion, but only point out a few of the reasons 
we find in the Bible. The last two Beatitudes 
are very surprising: Blessed are they which are 
persecuted, and Blessed are ye when men shall 
revile you and persecute you. 


I. Suffering is often a Test of Character. God 
said Job was a good man; Satan said, he is only 
good because it pays him to be good. He has 
been protected and petted and has prospered. 
Take away his property and he will renounce 
you, and in the second test, touch his body, 
make Him suffer and he will curse you. So 
God allowed Satan to put Job to a most severe 
test. 


Suffering tests our faith. Will we trust God 
in the dark, when we cannot see the reason. 
Will we trust Him when severe pains shoot 
through our bodies? 


Suffering tests our Courage. It takes tremen- 
dous courage not to faint when we are racked 
with pain. 

It tests our Patience and Steadfastness. Curse 
God and die, said Job’s wife, but Job held on 
to God and said, though He slay me, yet will I 
trust Him. 


Suffering tests our Love. Love suffereth long. 
Do we only love God when the way is pleasant, 
or do we love Him even when He chastens us? 


II. Suffering is a means of Testimony. 

How do we testify? By our words. Do we 
talk about Christ? By our lives. Do we live 
like Christ? By our deeds. Do we act like 
Christ? But above all else, by the way we bear 
our aches and pains. Do we suffer as He suf- 
fered? Do we suffer as a Christian? We bear 
testimony to His power and presence in our 








KING COLLEGE 


Presbyterian .. . Co-educational . . . Founded 1867 


Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. Fully accredited. 
Four-year Liberal Arts, Sciences, Business Education. Four Types of Scholarships: 
(1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. One 
hundred forty-five acre campus. Athletics. Dormitories. Summer Session. 

Board, room, and tuition, $947.00. Catalog and illustrated booklet. 





R. T. L. LISTON, PRESIDENT — BOX “J,” BRISTOL, TENN. 








JANUARY 14, 1959 












hearts by the way we stand our trials. May God 
enable us by His grace to bear our pain and 
suffering in a way to glorify Him. 


III. Suffering is a means of Sanctification. 


The purpose of salvation is Holiness. We 
are made holy, sanctified, by the Truth. We 
are also sanctified by suffering. Suffering is 
like the refiners’ fire: it is like fuller’s soap. It 
takes away the dross and the grime. We are 
made perfect through suffering. 


IV. Suffering increases Fellowship: the fel- 
lowship of His sufferings. 


Here are two soldiers who have faced the 
enemy together; they have marched along the 
same road, lived in the same “fox hole”, faced 
the bullets and fire of the enemy, perhaps been 
wounded on the battlefield. They know what 
real fellowship is. They have been through the 
fire and water together. Here is a husband and 
wife. Their little child is very ill. As they suf- 
fer together by the bedside they have fellow- 
ship. Do we have the slightest idea of how 
much Jesus suffered? As we travel the road 
of suffering we may realize to some degree at 
least what it meant for Him to go to Calvary. 
If we travel a little way perhaps we can see 
something of what it meant for Him to pour 
out His soul unto death. 


V. Suffering brings Rich Reward: “great is 
your reward in heaven”. Who are these? These 
are they who have come out of great tribulation 
and have washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb. If we suffer, 
we shall reign with Him. The path of suffering 


leads to the throne. It did for Him: it does 
for us. 


There are three steps to greatness in the 
kingdom of God: The first is humility: He took 
a child. The second is service: He took a towel, 
the third is sacrifice, or suffering: He took the 
cross. 


It is our privilege, not merely to believe on 
Him, but also to suffer for his sake. 


=i. Kk, 





The Excuse 


One Presbyterian Sunday School has a slogan, 
“WHO HAVE YOU BROUGHT WITH YOU 
TODAY”? On Judgment Day each of us must 
face the record, and perhaps that will be one 
of the questions we will have to answer, “Who 
have you brought with you today”? Do we 
want to face our Lord with empty hands? Will 
we have the answer ready or an excuse? 


One of the most discouraging things about 
the work of an officer in the Sunday School or 
Church, who attempts to get others to work, i 
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the finished line of plain and fancy excuses 
that even good Christians offer in order to avoid 
doing work or accepting responsibility. Thank 
Ged, there are a few who just take the job with 
an “T'll do the best I can with the Lord’s help”. 
These people are making time deposits in the 
bank of life. 


Excuses! Excuses! They are instruments of 
the devil, thev are two-edged swords which cut 
both ways. The person who offers one has com- 
promised with, if not actually capitulated to, 
the adversary. And the recipient of the excuse, 
who generally recognizes it as such, is dis- 
couraged and handicapped by it—and as the 
voice of the excuse maker dies out, an ear in 
tune could undoubtedly hear a sardonic laugh 
and the caustic comment, “rack up another 
victory; we've nullified two more Christians 
with our potent weapon ‘the excuse’ ”’. 

For every “reason” not to work, there are 4 
hundred “excuses”. Don’t forget that the Lord 
will differentiate. 


—R. LeC. 
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LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 1 





By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Jesus Questioned About The Tribute 


Background Scripture: Luke 20:19-26 
Devotional Reading: Romans 13:1-10 


Since our lesson today is on the relation of church and state I wish to use as an introduction parts 
of a series of questions in “Outlines of Theology” by Dr. A. A. Hodge. There are three main ideas or 
beliefs concerning the relation of church and state and it is well to keep them in mind as we study 


what Jesus said to his critics and questioners. 


On pages 432 to 435 we have the following 
questions. I am quoting only part of the ques- 
tions and answers. Question 10: What is the 
Romish doctrine of the relation of the church 
to the state? “According to the strictly logical 
Romish doctrine, the state is only one phase of 
the church. The whole nation being in all its 
members a portion of the church universal, the 
civil organization is comprehended within the 
church, for special subordinate ends, and is re- 
sponsible to the church for the exercise of all 
the authority delegated to it”. He gives several 
quotations to prove this. (see book) “Pope 
Pius himself . . . declares that the Pope possesses 
the right . . . ‘to pass judgment even in civil 
affairs, on the acts of princes and nations’ ” 
We see here why some of us are afraid to elect 
a Roman Catholic as President of the United 
States. With Protestants no such barrier exists, 
for we do not claim any such authority. We 
do not want a church-controlled state, certainly 
not controlled by Rome. 


Question 11: What is Erastian doctrine as to 
the relation of the church to the state? “This 
doctrine, named from Erastus, a physician res- 
ident in Heidelberg in the sixteenth century, 
is precisely contrary to that of the Romanists, 
ie., it regards the church as only one phase of 
the state. The state, being a divine institution, 
designed to provide for all the wants of men, 
spiritual as well as temporal, is consequently 
charged with the duty of providing for dhe dis- 
semination of pure doctrine, and for the proper 
administration of the sacraments, and of dis- 
cipline. It is the duty of the state, therefore, to 
support the church, to appoint its officers, to 
define its laws, and to superintend its admin- 
istration”. This was somewhat the teaching of 
Hitler and his followers. We do not want a 
state-controlled church, I am sure. 


Question 12: What is the common doctrine 
of the Reformed Church on this point? “That 
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the church and the state are both divine institu- 
tions, having different objects, and in every 
respect independent of each other. The mem- 
bers and officers of the church are, as men, 
members of the state, and ought to be good 
citizens; and the members and officers of the 
state, if Christians, are members of the church, 
and as such subject to her laws. But neither 
the officers or the laws of either have any au- 
thority within the sphere of the other”. In this 
country we are familiar with, and believe in, 
this doctrine: entire separation of church and 
state. 


Question 13: What is the idea and design 
of the state? Civil Government is a divine in- 
stitution, designed to protect men in the enjoy- 
ment of their civil rights. “The powers that 
be are ordained of God”. 


Question 14: What is the design of the visible 
church? It is a divine institution designed to 
secure instrumentally the salvation of men. To 
that end it is specially designed to Ist. To bring 
all men to a knowledge of the truth. “Go ye 
into all the world and preach the Gospel to 
every creature”. 2nd. To secure their obedience 
to the truth, and to exercise their graces by the 
public confession of Christ, the fellowship of 
the brethren, and the administration of the 
ordinances (of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper) 
and discipline. 3rd. To constitute the visible: 
witness and prophetic type of the church in- 
visible and spiritual. 


So far with Dr. Hodge. Now let me refer 
you to the Confession of Faith for a moment. 
In the chapter on Civil Magistrates, Paragraph 
IV we read: “It is the duty of the people to 
pray for the magistrates, to honor their per- 
sons, to pay them tribute and other dues, to 
obey their lawful commands, and to be sub- 
ject to the authority, for conscience’s sake. 
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I. Our Devotional Reading: Romans 13:1-10 


I think we ought to remember as we read 
these words, the character of the Roman govern- 
ment and also the fact that Paul suffered much 
at the hands of this government, and was finally 
beheaded by Nero. This will make his admoni- 
tions even more meaningful. “Let every soul 
be subject unto the higher powers, for there 
is no power but of God: the powers that be 
are ordained of God”. Paul was no communist 
seeking to overthrow the Roman Empire. Our 
Saviour was subject to Roman authority and 
Pilate pronounced Him innocent. “My king- 
dom is not of this world”, said Jesus, and Pilate 
saw that neither he nor Caesar had anything 
to fear from this sort of king and kingdom. 
Whoever resists the power resists the ordinance 
of God. The state, then, is a divine institution 
and we are to subject ourselves to its laws. 


“For rulers are not a terror to good works, 
but to the evil”. He tells us to do that which 
is good and we need not fear the civil au- 
thorities. We shall have praise of the same. 
Paul wrote this in spite of the fact that he was 
imprisoned by the government and put to death. 
As a rule people get into trouble by doing evil, 
for, as a rule, civil authorities will not molest 
those who are doing good. In times of persecu- 
tion this rule does not hold, for all the apostles 
were treated badly by the state. There have 
been other times when civil authorities perse- 
cuted good men and women. The rule still 
holds, however, and usually if you obey the 
laws and do good you have nothing to fear 
from policemen. Let me add just a simple 
word of advice to parents. Teach your child 
that the policeman is his best friend, not an 
enemy. I hate to hear parents frighten their 
children by making them afraid of the officers 
of the law. I think Paul has a lesson for us all 
in regard to men who try to protect us. Why 
is it that sometimes the crowd seems to be on 
the side of the criminal and not on the side 
of law and order? Sometimes the law-breaker 
is cheered while the officer is jeered at. These 
things ought not so to be. There is something 
basically wrong when we hate a “cop” and 
take sides with a criminal. We see increasing 
evidence of this attitude on the part of many 
of our citizens. 


“Render therefore to all their dues”. Govern- 
ment costs and citizens have to pay to be pro- 
tected. Those in authority, however, should 
see to it that our taxes are not burdensome and 
that there is honesty in spending the money. 
Corruption and greed and bribery and ex- 
travagance should be eliminated. When people 
see their tax money wasted it makes them hate 
to pay taxes. There are two sides to the tax 
problem. Very few people object to paying tax. 
Even when there is corruption, however, we, 
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as Christians, are to be honest in paying “tribute 
to whom tribute is due; custom to whom cus. 
tom; fear to whom fear: honor to whom honor”. 
In other words, the Christian is to honestly 
carry out “his side of the bargain” whether 
those in authority do or not. 


“For he that loveth another hath fulfilled 
the law”: Love worketh no ill to his neighbor: 
therefore love is the fulfilling of the law’. Love 
solves all our problems in this sphere as well 
as others. If we love God supremely, with all 
our heart, soul, mind and strength, we will 
keep His commandments, and do so joyfully, 
saying, “Oh, how I love thy law: it is my 
meditation day and night”. If we love our 
neighbors as ourselves, we keep the law in re. 
gard to our fellow men. If we love our country 
we obey its laws and are good citizens. 


II. Jesus Answers the Question About the Tri- 
bute: Luke 20:19-26 


This was not an honest inquiry but one of 
the several “trap questions” which Jesus’ enemies 
used to try to trap Him into saying something 
that they could use in their effort to destroy 
Him. The chief priests and scribes sought to 
lay hands on Him; and they feared the people. 
They sent forth spies, which should feign them- 
selves just men, that they might take hold of 
his words, that they might deliver him unto 
the power and authority of the governor. These 
“spies” prefaced their question with a word of 
flattery: “Master we know that thou sayest 
and teachest rightly, neither acceptest the per- 
son of any, but teachest the way of God truly”. 
Of course Jesus was that kind of a teacher, 
but these crafty men meant it as flattery. The 
question was, Is it lawful for us to give tribute 
to Caesar, or not? We can see at once that 
they thought they had caught Jesus. If He 
said, yes, He would lose his popularity with 
the people: if He said, no, they would im- 
mediately take His case to the governor ac- 
cusing Him of disobeying the Roman govern- 
ment. 


Jesus saw their craftiness; in Him was infi- 
nite wisdom, and He could read the thoughts 
and minds of men; He knew what was in man. 
He said, show me a penny. Whose image and 
superscription hath it? They answered, Caesar’s. 
And He said, render therefore unto Caesar the 


things that are Caesar’s, and unto God the 
things which be God’s. 


In this answer, we believe, is a great principle 
which we call the separation of church and 
state. These Jews were under Roman rule. They 
used Roman money. They were therefore un- 
der obligation to pay tribute. Their relation- 


(Continued on Page 21) 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY 1, 1959 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Going Steady 


Scripture: I Corinthians 13 


Suggested Hymns: 
“More Like the Master” 
“Spirit of God, Descend upon my Heart” 
“Saviour, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” 


(This Sunday marks the end of Community 
Youth Week. It is customary in some com- 
munities for youth groups of all the Protestant 
churches to have a joint meeting on this day. 
If this is the procedure followed in your com- 
munity, or if you would like to begin such a 
practice this year, we suggest that you call to- 
gether representatives from the various churches 
to plan the program. You would want to make 
definite arrangements for a time and _ place. 
You would also want to have the meeting an- 
nounced and publicized throughout the com- 
munity. Try to have representatives from all 
the churches as participants on the program. 
For the main message it will be advisable in 
many situations to invite a speaker who is 
gifted in appealing to and challenging young 
people.) 


(If you do not plan a community-wide meet- 
ing, the material below should be of interest 
to young people everywhere. This subject of 
“Going Steady’ was to have been taken up 
in the last quarter of 1958, but was postponed 
in order to make a place for a special program 
for Bible Sunday.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 

The matter of “going steady” is much dis- 
cussed in these days. It comes in for considera- 
tion in almost every magazine article dealing 
with the life of teenagers. It is mentioned al- 
most every day in the syndicated question-and- 
answer columns for young people in the daily 
papers. We come across it at least once every 
year in our youth programs in the church. There 
may not be unanimous agreement as to what 
should be done about it, but everyone agrees 
that it is an important question. 


Just what do we mean by “going steady’’? 
It means very simply that a boy and girl agree 
to date only each other. It is like an engage- 
ment without the ring or the admitted prospect 
of marriage. 


A great many. high school age 
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young people have entered into agreements to 
“go steady” 


A great many of the discussions on this ques- 
tion consider only whether it is right or wrong. 
We may surprise some of you by saying that 
we believe that it is definitely right to “go 
steady”. We believe it is according to God’s 
plan and purpose that young people “go steady”. 
To make this statement, however, does not set- 
tle the whole matter. In this program we want 
to give some thought to what is good about 
“going steady” and when it is good. We shall 
also take a look at some of the dangers and 
abuses of this practice which has come to have 
such an important place in our social system. 


First Speaker: 

“Going steady” is one step toward the Chris- 
tian ideal of marriage. The Christian ideal 
is that one man and one woman shall unite 
their lives to form a Christian home, and that 
such a union is to be broken only by death. This 
is “going steady” carried to its ultimate con- 
clusion. 


Steady dating as we know it is the first step 
toward the goal of marriage. It is the first 
attempt to confine one’s companionship to only 
one person of the opposite sex. It is on a trial 
basis, because there is no definite commitment 
to marriage when the agreement is made to “go 
steady”. If the arrangement proves satisfactory, 
there follows the engagement, which is the 
pledge to enter into marriage at some definite 
future time. The engagement culminates in 
marriage. “Going steady”, then, has a very im- 
portant and proper place in God’s scheme of 
things for boys and girls and men and women. 


There seem to be other advantages to “going 
steady” besides the basic one just named. It 
is becoming increasingly “the thing to do”. 
Many boys and girls feel they must have a 
“steady” not because they are especially anxious 
for the arrangement, but simply because it is 
the accepted pattern in their social set. “Going 
steady” also provides the security of always hav- 
ing a date for every function or activity that 
comes along. The arrangement is also conven- 
ient in that there is always a dependable com- 
panion for work, study, and play. There is no 
denying these advantages, so this is as far as 
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many young people ever go in their examina- 
tion of the question of “going steady”. 
Second Speaker: 

We would be neither honest or fair unless 
we recognized that in many cases there are 
serious disadvantages connected with “going 
steady”. One of the greatest dangers develops 
when young people begin to “go steady” too 
early. The teen years should be a time for de- 
veloping many interests and friendships rather 
than purposely limiting our interests and our 
friends. Our first speaker has indicated that 
this steady dating is one of the steps toward 
preparation for marriage. Many young people 
who begin “going steady” in their early and mid- 
dle teens find that they are building up toward 
marriage long before they are ready for it. The 
number of teenage marriages has increased tre- 
mendously in the past ten years, and statistics 
have shown very clearly that difficulties are far 
more likely in these homes than in the homes 
of those who marry when they are older. One of 
the most practical problems is the financial one. 
Very few boys are able to make enough money 
to support a comfortable home while they are 
still in their teens. Teenage weddings have 
canceled many educational plans. “Going 
steady” at an early age limits friendships and 
other wholesome experiences. After a few years 
many young people come to resent their mar- 
riage because of these limitations on their lives. 


It is natural and normal for marriage to re- 
sult in parenthood, but few teenagers are ma- 
ture enough to make the best parents. Being 
parents is one of the highest privileges and re- 
sponsibilities God gives to people. It is a re- 
sponsibility that deserves more preparation than 
most teenagers can give it. If it is difficult for 
a young boy to support a wife, it is a much 
greater problem to support a wife and children. 

Many young people will object that “going 
steady” at an early age does not necessarily lead 
to early marriage. There are exceptions to every 
rule, but the rule is still this: an increase in the 
practice of going steady among teenagers re- 
sults in an increase of early marriages. The 
facts prove the point. 

Still another disadvantage to steady dating at 
an early age is that unstable patterns of con- 
duct are likely to be carried over into marriage. 
Our minds are very changeable while we are in 
our teens. Many a young person will “go steady” 
with a half dozen or more dates before settling 
down to engagement and marriage. All too often 
people seem to think that it is just as simple 
to take a different husband or wife as it was to 
find a new “steady”. 

The greatest disadvantage of “going steady” 
comes from taking the whole matter too lightly 
and from beginning the practice too early. 
Program Leader: 

We may have to go against a popular trend 
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in order to do so, but we shall surely do well 
to realize that we can have boy and girl 


friends without entering into a semiformal 
agreement which will limit our close companion- 
ship to one boy or one girl. If there are ad- 
vantages to be gained from “going steady”, 
there are many very important ones to be lost. 


Closing Prayer. 
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February Bible Study 
Circle Bible Leaders on I Peter 


By the Rev. Albert H. Freundt, Jr. 
Forest Mississippi 


Il. MEMBERSHIP IN GOD’S FAMILY. 
1 :3-2:10. 


This month’s study in First Peter is on “Chris- 
tian Inheritance” and is found in a larger section 
of the epistle dealing with the meaning of member- 


ship in the family of God. 


A. THE CHRISTIAN INHERITANCE. 
1:3-21 (Study in your Bible.) 


The Christian inheritance is ours by right of 
being sons of God and, therefore, his heirs. It is 
an incomparably wonderful and exceedingly glori- 
ous inheritance. We are enabled to expect it with 
confident hope. 


1. The Christian Inheritance is Acknowledged 
to be of Great Value and Beneficial Excellence. 


(vv3-5). 


a. Children of God. “Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according 
to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again.” 
The blessings which we have and shall receive 
as Christians (of which sonship is the first) are 
not ours by right of our merit, our deserving, or 
our position in this world. They are not ours 
by natural right or natural birth. The inheritance 
is spiritual; and, therefore, a spiritual birth is 
prerequisite to the appreciation and reception of its 
great benefits. They are only for the members 
of God’s family. Christians are born spiritually 
into God’s family by faith in Jesus Christ (John 
1:12,13). Then the inheritance belongs to them 
because of God’s abundant mercy to all his 


children. 


The thought of the mercy and love of God 
towards all his children moves Peter to an ascrip- 
tion of praise to God. How can we fail to join 
in with this doxology when we realize that al- 
though “the wages of sin is death . . . the gift 
of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord” (Rom. 6:22). So many precious and Divine 
promises are addressed to the children of God in 
various circumstances, e.g., “Fear not, little flock; 
for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom” (Luke 12:32). John Brown traces 
all that is good for our happiness to the hand of 
our Father: “His love originated the purpose, his 
wisdom formed the plan, his power will work out 
the accomplishment, of his people’s salvation” (Dis- 
courses, p. 53). 
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b. Our Glorious Inheritance. 


(1). It has a forward look. What we inherit, 
according to Peter, is a “salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time.” It is now “reserved 
in heaven.” Salvation and eternal life are present 
realities in the experience of believers (John 3:17), 
but it is certain that we are still waiting for the 
fullness and perfect glory of our redemption. Our 
salvation and right to the inheritance begin here 
and now, but “at the appearing of Jesus Christ” 
(v. 7) we shall scarcely be able to sustain the 
eternal weight of glory. 


When we come into our full inheritance, we 
shall be “made perfect in holiness” and be made 
perfectly blessed in the full enjoying of God to 
all eternity.” When that time comes, we shall 
not only be free from sin, suffering, and all hin- 
drances to perfect happiness, we shall also stand 
before our Saviour completely restored in the image 
of God (Eph. 4:23,24). Paul’s prophecy of the 
end assures us that even death shall be overcome 
and that the Lord will raise up every Christian 
in a spiritual body (I Cor. 15). Therefore we are 
justified in believing that our inheritance, when 
it is revealed, will result not only in the salvation 
of the soul, but also in the resurrection of the 
body. Till then, there is still need for Peter’s 
prayer (in ch. 5:10): “But the God of grace, who 
hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ 
Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make 
you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.” 


(2). It is of incalculable value. “To an in- 
heritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away.” The qualities of our inheritance 
are more than the finite mind can conceive or the 
human tongue can declare. Peter must content 
himself by assuring the faithful that it is for them 
and by describing it negatively—incorruptible, un- 
defiled, and unfading. 


The incorruptible inheritance, unlike all things 
that belong merely to this world, will never pass 
away. Change and decay destroy almost all of 
those things, worthy or unworthy, upon which we 
set our affection and place our hope. But our 
inheritance is spiritual and is not subject to cor- 
ruption or dissolution. The undefiled inheritance 
differs from all earthly possessions that are stained 
with defects and sin. This is the universal fault 
since the fall of Adam. But our spiritual inheri- 
tance, our place before God, is characterized by 
the purity of the holy God who provides it for us. 
The inheritance that fadeth not away has a beauty 
that never withers and a satisfaction that never 
fails What a contrast with all that we now 
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know! Beauty fades. Money dwindles. Hopes 
disappoint. Loved ones die. And even the grasp- 
ing of pleasures fails to satisfy those who have 
not learned to evaluate all things in the light of 
their heavenly inheritance. 


God in times past redeemed his people from 
Egvpt and brought them into a covenant with him- 
self. He promised them an inheritance—the Land 
of Canaan. The promise to the Old Testament 
people was material and temporal. God promises 
his people under the new Covenant an inheritance 
which is spiritual and eternal. But it is not to be 
fully possessed until we are united to our Saviour 
in heaven, or until he returns to the earth at the 
end of the ages. This inheritance is not only for 
Christian believers, but for Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
and all of those who in Old Testament times 
learned to trust God (Heb. 11). 


(3.) Its attainment is certain. If we do not 
need to be further convinced of the glory of that 
inheritance which is reserved for us in heaven, 
perhaps we need assurance that we shall be pre- 
served for the inheritance. It is conceivable that 
it might be secure for some, but that we ourselves 
shall not reach it. But all those who. believe may 
be sure, for Peter says we are “kept by the power 
of God through faith.” Faith is the instrument 
that connects with and receives from the power of 
God. The least bit of true faith is persevering 
faith, for our Lord is the “’author and finisher 
of our faith” (Heb. 12:2), and “he which hath 
begun a good work in you will perform it until 
the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6). Our Lord 
promises that his own cannot be lost (John 10:28) 
and Paul declares that nothing “shall separate us 
from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our 


Lord” (Rom. 8:35-39). 


“The perseverance thus secured to the true Chris- 
tian is perseverance in faith and holiness; and 
nothing can be more grossly absurd, than for a 
person living in unbelief and sin to suppose that 
he can be in the way of obtaining celestial blessed- 
ness” (John Brown, of. cit., p. 42.) 


c. The Living Hope. “God . . . hath begotten 
us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead.” How full of despair 
Peter must have been during those days after he 
had denied his Lord and while our Lord was con- 
fined to the tomb. All of his hopes were buried 
in the tomb. The resurrection gave Peter reason 
to hope again. It meant so much to the Apostle 
that it wrought a change in him. Peter was able 
to find hope anew. And the Christian is able to 
hope today, because Christ is alive. Suffering, 
death, and the grave do not terminate things for the 
Christian, for hope and life endure on both sides 
of the tomb and the martyr’s pyre. What the 
resurrection was able to assure Peter, it confirms 
to us all. We are led to expect the glory of Christ’s 
kingdom. Our Lord’s resurrection not only gives 
substance to his promises, it also connects his 
trial and death with his following exaltation and 
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points to the glory we shall share with him in the 
future. 


The hope that is made possible by the resur- 
rection gives us an eternal standard whereby we 
may evaluate our daily trials and joys. The early 
Church was in desperate need of such a standard 
of measurement. It is not a vain hope that is 
placed in God. The hope that we have in Christ 
is “lively” or living. Oft-quoted Archbishop Leigh- 
ton said: “Worldly hopes often mock men; they 
are not living, but lying and dying ones. We live 
to bury them. But this hope answers our expecta- 
tions to the full, and deceives in no way, but far 
exceeds them.” 


2. The Christian Inheritance Is Held in Tension 


Between the Christian’s Present Experienc 


and Future Glory. (vv. 6-9). 


Peter continues to write about the Christian In- 
heritance, “Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though 
now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness 
through manifold temptations” (or trials) : 
“receiving the end of your faith, even the sal- 
vation of your souls.” The trials and difficulties 
which Christians must meet, and the persecution 
which the early Church had to endure, are not 
so much that they cannot rejoice in the knowledge 
of their future inheritance. No doubt our surface 
feelings are not always those of joy and exultation, 
but they are not far beneath the surface; and the 
Christian who undergoes severe testing is always 
able to fall back upon God with trust and con- 
fidence. Nonetheless, the difference between the 
present and the future conditions of the Christian 
is responsible for several contrasts. 


a. The contrast between present sorrow and 
future joy. 


A unique and undeniably interesting thing about 
the Christian’s life is his experience of ambivalence 
and mixed emotions. He may, without forsaking 
trust in God, be filled with heaviness of heart and 
soul. Yet in the midst of his sore trials he may 
readily “rejoice with joy unspeakable, and full of 
glory,” for the future hope of the Christian is 
too great to be drowned by present troubles that 
are temporary. Or, as Paul states it, “The suffer- 
ings of the present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory that shall be revealed in 
them” (Rom. 8:18). Joy and sorrow are con- 
trary, but not contradictory, feelings. 


Calvin wrote, commenting on this passage: “The 
faithful know by experience, how these things can 
exist together, much better than can be expressed 
in words. . . . The faithful are not logs of wood, 
nor have they so divested themselves of human 
feelings, but that they are affected with sorrow, 
fear, danger, and feel poverty as an evil, and per- 
secutions as hard and difficult to be borne. Hence 
they experience sorrow from evils; but it is so 
mitigated by faith, that they cease not at the same 
time to rejoice. This sorrow does not prevent 
their joy, but, on the contrary, gives place to it. 
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Again, though joy overcomés sorrow, yet it does 
not put an end to it, for it does not divest us of 
humanity “But all they who regard their 
troubles as necessary trials for their salvation, not 
only rise above them, but also turn them to an 
occasion of joy.” 


b. The contrast between faith tested and faith 
approved. 


In this life Christians are exposed to varied 
trials, or “temptations.” They are not exempt from 
the ordinary difficulties of life. As all men, they 
may experience sickness and sorrow, poverty and 
persecution, hurt and humiliation, and death and 
disappointment. Indeed, at times, some of God’s 
people have “had trial of cruel mockings and scourg- 
ings, yea, moreover, of bonds and imprisonments. 
They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, they 
were tempted, they were slain by the sword, they 
wandered about in sheep-skins and goat-skins; 
destitute, afflicted, tormented, they wandered in 
deserts and in mountains, and in dens and caves 


of the earth” (Heb. 12:6). 


Trials are of no value in themselves, except as 
they help faith develop to maturity. The same 
trial may be intended by God to be a test and 
by Satan to be a temptation. God’s intention in 
the testing is benevolent, that we may grow to 
trust him and to depend upon him in difficulty. 
Satan’s motive is evil, that we may fall into temp- 
tation and forsake God. 


Faith is highly valued by God. Hence his per- 
mission of testing to prove the nature of our faith. 
Faith approved is “much more precious than of 
gold.” As fire improves gold by removing im- 
purities, trials improve and strengthen the Christian. 


F. B. Meyer said that the fact of trial proves 
there is something in us worthy of testing. “Christ 
would not test us if He did not see the precious 
ore of faith mingled in the rocky matrix of our 
nature; and it is to bring this out into purity and 
beauty that He forces us through the fiery or- 
deal. .. . You must be capable of some high service 
which can only be secured through pain, or He 
would not plunge you into the refining fires” 


(Tried by Fire, p. 32). 


c. The contrast between complete salvation ex- 
pected and final salvation enjoyed. 


As has already been suggested, the Christian’s 
inheritance—final salvation, including the redemp- 
tion of the body and eternal glory—for the present 
remains the object of our faith and hope. At the 
appearing of Christ, the inheritance will be the 
object of enjoyment. 


It is true that we may now obtain the forgive- 
ness of sins (Eph. 1:17) and deliverance from the 
prevailing power of sin (Rom. 6:14) through our 
Saviour. Yet “even we ourselves groan within 
ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the 


redemption of our body” (Rom. 8:23 f). The 
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final deliverance on the day of resurrection is 
still ahead, for we are “saved by hope,” that is, 
“our salvation at present is not in possession, but 
in expectation: we are not so much saved as we 
hope to be saved” (Brown, of. cit., p. 75). 


Peter says that “at the appearing of Jesus 
Christ” we shall receive the end or goal of our 
faith, “even the salvation of your souls.” The 
salvation of the soul, concerning which he speaks, 
is not meant to exclude the salvation of the body, 
for the soul in Scripture is the center of our entire 
existence, our nature both physical and spiritual. 
By speaking of the “end of your faith,” Peter 
says, in other words, that complete salvation will 
someday be no longer merely the object of faith; 
it will be a matter of experience and enjoyment. 


d. The contrast between Christ absent and Christ 
present. 


It is a fact that many Christians bemoan, and 
must admit, that Christ is not physically present 
with his people. We do not enjoy his immediate 
presence. Few have ever had the experience which 
Peter had of knowing Christ “after the flesh.” 
All of our longings for the present to be with him 
must await the future to be realized. As encourag- 
ing and as beneficial as his spiritual presence is to 
us, and as highly as we regard our apprehension of 
Christ by faith, our knowledge and enjoyment of 
him must remain imperfect until we see him face 
to face and know him as he is. 


The love of our unseen Saviour is able to 
inspire the greatest devotion to him. Christian 
hymns reveal the depth of emotion that is often 
experienced. “How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
in a believer’s ear! It soothes his sorrows, heals 
his wounds, And drives away his fear.” “And,” 
as Bernard wrote, “they who find Thee, find a 
bliss Nor tongue nor pen can show; The love of 
Jesus !—what it is, none but His loved ones know.” 
But love and devotion are not measured by feel- 
ings and tears, only by acts. “If ye love me,” 
Christ said, “keep my commandments” (John 
14:15). 

It is a wonderful thing that we should be able 
to love and to believe in One whom we have never 
seen in person. That is the glory of the Christian 
faith that “Blessed are they that have not seen, 
and yet have believed!” (John 20:29). There is a 
real, though incomplete, acquaintance with Christ 
that may be experienced by faith in his words and 
promises and by spiritual communion with him. 
In fact, by knowing him spiritually, we appreciate 
him more than many who actually saw him and 
lived with him upon this earth, and fell away or 
rejected him. We are too grateful for his spiritual 
presence and power to be downcast, but we truly 
look forward with anticipation to his appearing. 

3. The Christian Inheritance Is Foremost as the 

Subject of Divine Witness and Diligent In- 
quiry. (vv. 10-12). 

The glorious inheritance and wonderful salva- 

tion which we enjoy in part and look forward to 
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in eternity cannot be overemphasized or too much 
appreciated. We have a tendency to think more 
of the possessions we can see than of the promises 
that are held in store for us. The world is too 
much with us. And we, as Peter’s readers, need 
the sustaining and stabilizing truth that we are to 
be recipients of glory if we remain steadfast under 
trial and opposition. He has already convinced us 
of its excellence and described it in contrast with 
our present condition. Now Peter treats it as the 
one leading subject of Old Testament prophecy, 
apostolic preaching, and angelic inquiry. 


a. It is the subject of Prophetic prediction. 
J 


The Christian gospel and its resultant blessings 
are anticipated in the prophecies of the Old Testa- 
ment. Peter says that the prophets both inquired 
about and prophesied concerning the destined glory 
of the Christian believer. They were interested in 
the time and the manner of fulfillment of “the 
glory that should follow.” Furthermore, in that 
the glory was future and that they did not fully 
understand all of their own predictions, they min- 
istered more abundantly to our age than they did 
to their own. The revelation of Christ in his birth. 
life, suffering, death, resurrection, ascension, and 
contemporary reign have opened up and made plain 
the core of Old Testament prophecy. 


A large portion of Bible interpreters believe 
that what the prophets bear witness to, according 
to Peter, is more than merely Christ’s own suf- 
ferings and his personal exaltation. The context 
of the discussion is related to the trials and final 
glory of the Church. The phrase, “the sufferings 
of Christ,” would then mean “the sufferings that 
pertain to Christ” or “the sufferings in reference 
to Christ,” ie., the sufferings of Christ and his 
people. Calvin is especially eloquent on this idea: 
“Peter, indeed, says, that the Spirit had testified 
of the coming afflictions of Christ; but he does 
not separate Christ from his body.’ Also, “The 
Church of Christ has been from the beginning so 
constituted, that the cross has been the way to 
victory, and death a passage to life.” Therefore, 
if afflictions precede glory for our Lord, then our 
own trials are to end in glory. 


A string of prophecies could be examined that 
relate to Christ’s death and latter reign, or our 
sufferings and the glories which are to follow (e.g., 
Job 19:23-27; Ps. 8:4-6, 17:15, 23:6, 36:7-9; Isa. 
24:23, 25:8, 26:19, 60:19; Dan. 12:2; Hos. 13:14; 
Mal. 3:18,19, etc.) While it is true. that these 
prophecies are not always as distinct and as defi- 
nite as we should like, they have been made clear 
by the revelations of the Christian age. 


b. It is the subject of Apostolic proclamation. 


Not only do the prophets foresee the suffering 
and the glory that follow for Christ and the 
Church, but this is also the subject of the preaching 
in the apostolic age. And, insofar as we are faithful 
to their succession, we too proclaim the same mes- 
sage. Indeed, what the prophets predicted in ob- 
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scurity is in New Testament times broadcast widely 
and clearly. Christian preaching from the begin- 
ning has centered upon the death and resurrection 
of Jesus as the basis for our own hope and future 
glory (cf. Act. 2:23,24,38,39; 4:10,11; 7:55-59- 
17:31; 23:6, etc.) Paul said that he continued 
witnessing, “saying none other things than those 
which the prophets and Moses did say should come: 
that Christ should suffer, and that he should be 
the first that should rise from the dead, and should 
shew light unto the people, and to the Gentiles” 
(Acts 26:22,23). 


c. It is the object of Angelic examination. 

Peter says that angels are interested in the 
theme of the salvation which is so vital and glori- 
ous as our inheritance. What prophets foretold, 
and Christians proclaim, angels “desire to look 
into.” Perhaps this means little more than that 
angels want to see the fulfillment of those things 
that are promised to us. This is a curious twist, 
that we are so interested today in space travel 
and celestial bodies are ourselves heirs to a sal- 
vation that is being studied by heavenly creatures. 
If angels, who have no vital part in our inheritance, 
are so eager to examine it, then how much more 
should it move us to make diligent inquiry about 
it and earnest appropriation of it! “It is our shame 
and our folly that. we lose ourselves and our 
thoughts in poor childish things, and trifle away 
our days we know not how, and let these rich 
mysteries lie unregarded” (Archbishop Leighton). 


How does one become a child of God? Do | 
show by my thoughts and my desires, my words 
and activities, that I am an heir of salvation? Do 
I have to fear the possible loss of this inheritance? 
How much have we entered into this inheritance, 
and how much of it yet remains to be fulfilled? 
According to Peter, what would be the goal of 
the ages and the “end of my own faith?” How do 
I find meaning in Christ’s sufferings and resur- 
rection? How do I react to suffering and trial 
in my own life? Do I see them as a part of God’s 
plan for my improvement? How are faith and 
trust kindled in an absent and unseen Christ? 
What is Peter’s conception of the Old Testament 
inspiration ? What relation does the New Testament 
message have to the Old Testament prophecies? 


BAPTISM | 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
(Continued from Page 12) 


ship to God was a different matter. They owed 
to God worship and reverence and obedience 
in spiritual matters. There is only one time 
in which we must obey God rather than men 
and that is when the law of man conflicts with 
the law of God. Then we should obey the 
higher law: the law of God. 


So we see that our Reformed doctrine of the 
separation of church and state has a firm basis 
in the Word of God. Our theologians use these 
and other references to prove that doctrine so 
dear to our hearts and consciences. 
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——-— BOOK S—— 


THE SOVEREIGN STATES. James Jackson 
Kilpatrick. Henry Regnery Company. $5.00. 


The unambiguous purpose of this volume is 
easy to understand. First, the author examines 
the bases of State sovereignty. As a result of this 
examination, he follows the State and Federal 
relationship from its beginnings under the Articles 
of Confederation through its refinement in the 
Constitution. Thereafter he reviews some of the 
comment on the role the States were originally ex- 
pected to play. 


From the standpoint of history, the author shows 
that the place of the States scarcely had been 
fixed before advocates of consolidation began to 
whittle it down. With penetrating insight, the 
author pinpoints the dangers of judicial encroach- 
ment for State resistance against it. He marshals 
some of the evidence that supports the case for 
the South in its immediate conflict with Federal 
authority. 


Editor Kilpatrick does not apologize for being 
partisan. He pleads the cause of States’ rights. In 
so doing, he sets forth the thesis that our Union 
is a Union of States, that the meaning of this 
Union has been obscured and that its inherent 
value has been debased and all but lost. 


He insists that government is least evil when it 
is closest to the people. He submits the idea that 
when the effective control of government moves 
away from the people, it becomes a greater evil, 
a greater restraint upon liberty. 


As a remedy for the present predicament of the 
States, the author suggests that the process of 
consolidation first be halted and then reversed to 
the end that our Federal government may be 
strictly limited to its Constitutional function and 
the States may again be encouraged to look after 
their own affairs. He is not sure that the sovereign 
power of the States may be regained, but he is 
confident that an earnest effort must be made to 
regain these powers. The alternative is for the 
American government to grow steadily more cent- 
ralized, more remote from the people and more 
despotic. He indicates that only the States them- 
selves can make the effort, which is to say that 
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only the people of the States. Only by a strict 
obedience to the spirit of the Tenth Amendment 
can the Federal juggernaut be slowed. 


This volume is of exceptional merit. It is des- 
perately needed in this country at the present 
moment. The editor of the Richmond News Leader 
has rendered a splendid service to our nation in 
the contribution of his first book, THE SOV- 


EREIGN STATES. 
—John R. Richardson 





THE DYNAMICS OF CHRISTIAN EDUCA- 
TION. Iris V. Cully. Westminster Press. $3.50. 


The author explores the specific functions of 
the church and school, contemporary thinking on 
the nature of the church, and the content of the 
message, current, literary, or philosophical and 
psychological thought and the meaning and ways 
of communication between God and man and be- 
tween persons. The book leads to the conclusion 
that “the dynamic Biblical theology being enunci- 
ated today, the present understanding of the na- 
ture and needs of persons and the newer explora- 
tions into the subject of communication, make 
necessary the development of somewhat different 
methods from those which were previously satis- 
factory for conveying religious insights.”’ The 
author applies her findings in terms of five areas: 
the church, the Bible, the relationship between 
God and persons, the understanding of Christian 
conduct and the use of existential methods. 


The central thesis of this volume is “The Proc- 
lamation of the Good News that God has come 
into human life to save His people in a new and 
wonderful way through Jesus Christ is the liv- 
ing message today as it was when first spoken. 
All the teaching that arises from it shares in its 
vitality, but the teaching must remain rooted in 
the Proclamation. The teaching, too, is good news. 
Only dynamic methods can fully carry it so that 
the work of bringing light and life to men may 
continue.” 


The author discusses such subjects as the con- 
text of Christian education, the content of Chris- 
tian education, methodology and life-centered 
methods. 


All who are interested in Christian Education 
will discover a number of excellent thoughts in 
this volume. It should be pointed out, however, 
that the author is apparently a devotee of higher 
critical views of the Bible. For instance, she 
speaks of the book of Daniel as a mirror of the 
struggle of the Maccabees. Her view of the trust- 
worthiness of the Bible leaves much to be desired. 
Speaking of Christ, she writes, “His life is wit- 
nessed to through the writings of the New Testa- 
ment which are historically as reliable as many 
other records from that period.” 

ohn R. Richardson 





THE SPIRIT IS WILLING. David Wesley Soper. 
Westminster Press. $2.50. 


This present book is a complement to the author’s 
best selling “You Have Met Christ”. It is a con- 
crete definition of the doctrine of the Holy Spirit. 
As in the earlier volume in which he showed how 
to recognize the reality of Christian daily existence 
so now he describes the contemporary being of 
the Holy Spirit—the inner urge prompting man 
to seek his own selfhood and that of others. The 
full freedom and full fellowship of community 
mind toward which the Holy Spirit moves us is 
the concept Dr. Soper illuminates in this volume. 
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There are some excellent insights in this vol- 
ume. For example, the author stresses the fact 
that creative capitalism takes freedom seriously, 
and defends it against every form of monopoly 
whether economic, political, or religious. On the 
other hand, there are some strange statements. 
For instance. “The words of the Prophet Mo- 
hammed, the Arab’s second Moses, form the moral 
revolution, the holy thrust, the Holy Spirit in 
Islamic minds.” It is not always clear that when 
the author uses the expression “the Holy Spirit’, 
he means the same thing that Christian theologians 
through the centuries have meant. 


John R. Richardson 





THE OLD TESTAMENT THEOLOGY. Ludwig 
Kohler. Westminster Press. $4.50. 


The great ideas in the Old Testament are ar- 
ranged in this volume under classic headings: God, 
Man and Salvation. In the first section Dr. Kohler 
discusses the existence, nature, names and desig- 
nations of God, the scope of His activity and His 
works, and explains the Old Testament teaching 
on divine revelation. 


The second portion on “Man” presents an out- 
line of Old Testament concepts of the origin of 
nature and life of man and discusses the world 
of man, good and evil, sin and Satan. 


_Part 3 considers the commandment and law, 
disobedience and punishment, expiation, propitia- 
tion and forgiveness, salvation by judgment and 
salvation by redemption. 


One of the values of this volume stems from the 
fact that at least 70 key Hebrew terms of theo- 
logical importance used throughout the book are 
defined and explained. The Old Testament stu- 
dent will discover in this work a number of in- 
teresting statements, but will also find that the 
author is influenced to a large degree by higher 
critical pre-suppositions. The discerning reader 
should be able to sift the wheat from the chaff. 

—John R. Richardson 





COMMUNISM AND THE THEOLOGIANS. 
Charles C. West. Westminster Press. $6.00. 


The author is an American who has experienced 
communism first-hand in both Europe and Asia. 
He has written to prove the futility of contending 
with the system of communism on purely religious, 
philosophical or political grounds. He states that 
the best approach to the communist order is for 
a way of living with it—aimed to strike not down 
but simply through the ideological armor to the 
hearts beneath human even as ours. 


This volume deals with a controversial subject 
and of course there will be a diversity of opinion 
in evaluation of a book of this nature. With 
portions of it, all of us will agree. The primary 
weakness seems to be the lack of understanding 
of capitalism and proper appreciation of the fruits 
of capitalism. The author is devoted to present 
day theologians who are noted for their liberalism 
in theology and their collectivism in economics. 





KNOW YOUR FAITH SERIES. “I Believe in 
God,” by Coston J. Harrell. 62 pp., $1.25 “I 
Believe in the Bible,” by Joseph R. Sizoo. 80 pp., 
$1.25. “I Believe in the Holy Spirit,” by Ernest 
F. Scott. 92 pp., $1.25. The Abingdon Press, 1958. 


These are three in a series of eight little books 
being written in simple, nontechnical language. 
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It is claimed that they are designed to help the 
reader understand and strengthen his faith. Many 
of the major denominations are promoting the 
sale of this series through letters and brochures 
mailed directly to ministers. From the standpoint 
of evangelical Christianity, all this leaves much to 
be desired for the reading of the books in this 
series already in print will probably weaken, con- 
fuse, or even undermine the faith of some readers, 
rather than help or strengthen their faith. 


Take Harrell’s book—a specimen of weak the- 
ology. Starting with a low view of the Bible as 
“containing a divine message,” he goes on to place 
David, Judas, and Lady Macbeth side by side and 
on the same literary level to show that all human 
beings have within them an “inner light,” a “little 
spark of celestial fire called Conscience” which 
can be fanned into saving faith. By living daily 
according to the light he has, any individual may 
“build his temple of faith.” Human belief be- 
comes a saving power in a religion of self-support. 
Harrell’s ordo salutis is: belief, commitment, ven- 
ture, and faith. It seems that total depravity is 
not part of the “divine message contained in the 
Bible” as envisioned by the author. 


The chief weakness of this book is its lack 
of any definite statement concerning the Trinity— 
in fact, the Trinity is not mentioned. Instead, 
Jesus is spoken of as “being aware of God,” and 
God Himself is spoken of as “suffering to cure 
sin’s hurt.” And good old-fashioned Methodist 
“enabling grace,” a work of the Holy Spirit, is 
left out entirely. 


Sizoo’s book is somewhat better than Harrell’s. 
Sizoo does state quite clearly that “the Bible is 
the Word of God.” His chapter on the practical 
value of the Bible is worth the price of the book. 
Other sections of the book, however, are dis- 
appointing. For example, the author’s view of 
Biblical theology seems to be that of “gradual 
development” and “unfolding ideas” in the minds 
of chosen people. Thus is depicted an “unfolding 
revelation of God” from a tribal deity to a na- 
tional god of the Hebrew people to a war God 
to a spiritual and moral Person to a God of loving- 
kindness who finally in Christ loves, forgives, 
redeems, and suffers for us (patripassianism here 
and later when the author declares, “Calvary is 
the picture of man’s wounded God.’’)’ A suffer- 
ing (therefore limited) God never has been good 
Reformed theology, but a suffering Saviour has! 


The author’s “unfolding drama” approach to 
revelation leads him into an “unfolding idea of 
sin” and an “unfolding idea of sacrifice.” It 
seems to this reviewer that a sensible reader of 
the Scripture does not have to wait until he 
comes to the New Testament to find out what 
sin really is or what propitiation really means. 
In this connection Sizoo should hear his fellow- 
countryman Geerhardus Vos on the organic nature 
of the historic process observable in revelation. 
“It is sometimes contended that the assumption 
of progress in revelation excludes its absolute 
perfection at all stages. This would actually be 
so if the progress were non-organic. The organic 
progress is from seed-form to the attainment of 
full growth; yet we do not say that in the quali- 
tative sense the seed is less perfect than the tree. 
The feature in question explains how the soteric 
sufficiency (bold face ours) of the truth could 
belong to it in its first stage of emergence: in 
the seed-form the minimum of indispensable 
knowledge was already present.” (Biblical The- 
ology, pp. 16, 17). 


Then Sizoo sounds like a novice in theology 
when he declares, “Christ is the final revealing of 
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God, and therefore nothing below the standard of 
Jesus is binding upon us.” (bold face ours). Of 
course, this is true, but this is also a dangerous 
oversimplification of Biblical truth. The author’s 
entire theory of “levels of unfolding” of revelation 
seems strained and superficial. 


The author goes on to speak of Jesus as the 
“founder of a faith.’”’ Jesus should more properly 
be spoken of as the object of saving faith. The ac- 
cumulation of little inaccuracies and the presenta- 
tion of half-truths and cliches can only disappoint 
the careful and discerning reader. Evangelical 
Christianity should expect better theology from 
one of Protestantism’s most popular leaders. 


Equally disappointing and dangerous is Scott’s 
book. In the very first chapter he has the Holy 
Spirit emerging from the ideas of men! He has 
the Old Testament prophets in a class with Handel 
and Tennyson, or at least it seems that way. No- 
where in the book is the Holy Spirit defined prop- 
erly or adequately. Rather the Third Person of 
the Blessed Trinity is constantly referred to as a 
force or a power or “it.” The personality of the 
Paraclete is nowhere predicated in these pages. 


This reviewer deplores the evolutionary, human- 
istic approach of this whole series of books. The 
Christian faith never has been nor shall it ever 
be a growth of human ideas as this series seems 
to imply. How can such writings possibly “aid 
in strengthening one’s faith’? Certainly this is 
not evangelical Christianity at its best. 


John R. Richardson 





PAUL’S USE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 
E. Earl Ellis. Wm. B. Eerdman’s Publishing Co., 
$3.00. 


The use of the Old Testament in the New has 
long been recognized as an important field of 
research. The present study is not primarily 
textual, an area already well covered, but rather 
seeks the rationale underlying the Pauline usage 
both in its textual manifestation and in its theo- 
logical application. 


Dr. Ellis is a competent scholar and has mastered 
the subject under discussion. He is familiar with 
the best literature on the subject in the past and 
abreast of the pertinent material in the Dead Sea 
Scrolls and in the Talmudic literature. Of great 
value is Dr. Ellis’ explanation of Paul’s exegetical 
message in the light of the usage of his own times. 


Dr. Ellis observes, “It is important to remember 
that for Paul there is no discontinuity between 
Israel and the church; his whole position de- 
depends upon the Christian remnant being the 
‘heir of the Covenant’ ”’. 


The conclusion reached by the author is, ‘The 
problem posed by Pauline quotations lies in the 
variations of the Pauline text and the application 
given the passage by the apostle. As to textual 
variations about half the citations follow the 
Septuagint and a considerable number accord 
partially or fully with other texts or versions .. . 
The essential problem appears to be more one of 
interpretation than of a purely textual nature.” 
Again he observes, “The significance of the Old 
Testament for Paul’s theology can hardly be over 
estimated. His experience on the Damascus road 
radically alerted his understanding of the Book, 
but it in no way lessened its importance for the 
apostle to the Gentiles. Rather his knowledge of 
Christ opened to him a New Way in which he 
found the true meaning of the Scriptures.” 
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In addition to the four valuable chapters dealing 
with this subject, the author adds four appendices 
for the benefit of the advanced Biblical student. 
These appendices deal with citations of the Old 
Testament, allusions to the Old Testament, text 
of Old Testament citations, combined quotations 
and parallel quotations. 


Here we find evangelical scholarship at its best. 
This work should be valuable to the Christian 
minister who desires to think Biblically and in- 
telligently on the references of St. Paul from the 
Old Testament. 





A TIME TO SPEAK. Michael Scott. Doubleday 
& Co., $4.50. 


The author is the son of an Anglican clergyman 
whose parish was in Southampton’s crowded dock 
yard slums. He grew up with a first hand knowl- 
edge of poverty and misery. In this book he tells 
of his early years as a minister in London, of his 
work with the hunger marches during the de- 
pression, and of his former association with the 
Communist party and of his experiences in South 
Africa. This volume is an account of chaotic 
strife-torn Africa of today. It is difficult at times 
to separate his factual data from biased propa- 
ganda. At any rate, all Christians can agree with 
the author that the church should stand for justice 
for all people. 





THE AMPLIFIED NEW TESTAMENT. Zon- 
dervan Publishing House. $3.95. 


The editorial committee on the Lockman Foun- 
dation states that 12,000 hours of diligent research 
and study have gone into this new volume. 27 
translations and versions of the New Testament 
were assiduously examined and the greatest lexico- 
graphers of all time consulted in the preparation 
of this work. The Committee kept a four-fold aim 
for this version in view. One, that it should be 
true to the original Greek. Two, that it should 
be grammatically correct. Three, that it should 
be understandable to the masses. Four, that it 
should give the Lord Jesus Christ his proper place, 
the place which the Word gives Him. 


The Amplified New Testament is designed to 
overcome any existing deficiency in translation by 
furnishing in one volume as the Greek text legiti- 
mately permits, multiple expressions for a richer, 
fuller and more revealing appreciation of the divine 
message. It is not intended that this should be 
a substitute for other versions. It is intended to 
supplement them in a concise and convenient form. 


This work has been carried on by true Christian 
believers. The Editorial Committee affirms that 
the whole of the Word of God was originally 
verbally inspired and infallible. 


This work should prove to be extremely helpful 
to new Christians who are seeking to understand 
the meaning of the New Testament message. The 
true meaning is restored’ to 10,000 obscure words 
and more than 575 difficult passages are simplified 
and expanded. 

John R. Richardson 
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Memorial 
Gifts 
Support 
a Cause 


A donation to the permanent funds of the Board of World Missions can establish 
an appropriate and lasting Memorial to one who has dedicated his or her life to Christ. 


Many Memorials on our books have been created in honor of a person who has 
passed away, many in honor of one living. 


Al emorials are often started with a small amount and added to from time to 


time, either by the original donor or by others, thus growing over the years into a 
sizeable fund. 


Al investment income from Memorial funds goes into the work of Foreign Missions, 
perpetually helping the cause in which the one thus honored was deeply concerned. 


oii you are interested in establishing a Memorial to someone you love, please write 
us for further information. Address 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 
BOaRD OF WORLD MISSIONS 
PrReseYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 

POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN, 
“To Foretgu Misstous a Snare” 
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